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GENERAL INFORMATION:

The applicant seeks approval for:

Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations to the front yard including artificial turf, landscaping, steps,
lighting, and new walls

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS of
the proposed scope of work based on the following recommendations:

The Design Guidelines for El Paso’s Historic Districts, Sites, and Properties recommend the

following:

Grass and sod may be removed from front yards, side yards on a corner provided not
more than 50% of the area is covered with gravel or other masonry. Grass and sod may
be removed from parkways provided not more than 50% of the area is covered with
gravel or other masonry that is made of impervious materials (brick pavers, gravel, and
masonry pavers). The remaining 50% must be covered with trees and living plants that
provide ground cover.

Retain fences and walls that contribute to the historic character of the property and the
district where possible. If replacement is necessary, replace only the deteriorated
element to match the original in dimension, proportion, material, texture, and detail.
Introduce new retaining walls constructed of brick, stone, or stucco covered concrete in a
design consistent with the property and the neighborhood. It is not appropriate to
construct retaining walls of inappropriate materials such as landscape timbers, railroad
ties, or concrete blocks where visible from the street.

Retaining walls facing the street should be constructed according to the original design
and materials.

It is not appropriate to infroduce period lighting fixtures from an era that predates the
structure in the historic district in an attempt to create a false historical appearance. If you
wish to accent your property with exterior lighting, it is recommended that you first try to
find a genuine (or replica) late nineteenth or early twentieth century period style fixture.

If you are buying a new fixture, keep it as simple as possible such as a plain pole with
one globe attached. All exterior lighting must comply with the city’s dark sky
ordinance/requirements.

Introduce new site and street lighting that are compatible with the human scale and the
historic character of the district. Consider the location, design, material, size, color, finish,
scale, and brightness of a proposed fixture in determining its compatibility.

If it is necessary to replace masonry, always use materials that match the color, size and
texture of the masonry being replaced.

Preserve the shape, size, materials, and details of character-defining chimneys and
foundations and other masonry/stone features. Decorative grills and vents, water tables,
lattice panels, access doors, and steps are character-defining features of foundations that
should be preserved as well.

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following:

Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the
new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible,
materials.

Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and,
where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated
by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.



The modifications are that a cut sheet of the exact lighting fixture be submitted to staff before
permits are requested, that the light fixtures be placed in a location closer to the house itself

and not on the front property line, and that the artificial turf be replaced with live plants or
grass.
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